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JICA dispels

MORE than 80 per cent of the coun-
try is still covered by forest, accord-
ing to a recent study by an aid agen-
cy, dispelling claims by anti-logging
activists.

Using satellite sensing, the Japan
International Corporation Agency
(JICA) reported that there had been
no significant deforestation in PNG
over the last 25 years and that the
forests were in good health.

The agency’s analysis was en-
dorsed by the United Natlons Food

“This is a good news for the PNG
government who are hostmg a meet— ser
ing of the APEC forest ministers in  p
the country this week,” Bob Tate i
executive director of the PNG For-
est Industry Association says.

Thanking JICA for the research,
Tate said this was the first full in-
ventory ever undertaken of the
country’s forest estates. ? :

“This data is the foundation we
need to move on to the next step to
1mp1ement sustainable forest man-

and Agriculture Org:

PM Un1vers1ty bulldlng '

PRIME Minister Peter O’Neill says
the Science IV and Law School
buildings at the University of PNG,
on which work has stopped because
of contractors not being pald K32
million, will be completed in time
for the 2016 academic year.

He said that yesterday, showing
his concern about the situation.

China Overseas Engmeenng
Corporation (COVEC) is owed
K194 million to complete the Sci-

in the country,” he said.

programme,” O’Neill said.
domg that again in the 2016
“We have got Planning, Tr
and Finance looking into the ¢
mitments that we have m:

%7 Dunildine which was sup- W
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